FEN82 update May 2022

The April update ended with a plan to get the A-13 ball turret on display at East Kirkby. Well,
we got there and, on what felt like the hottest day this year, unloaded the turret with much
help from the ever enthusiastic crew on site.

Meanwhile, back in Cumbria, the next major task on Jane’s FN82 was the re-build of the
cupola assembly. Not much of the original cupola had survived the years on display outside
but through various agencies all of the required parts were gathered together. A big thank
you here to David who produced all of the double bend capping strips and then re-worked
them, as required, to get a good fit.

The series of images below show the cupola during the build. This is just the steady task of
trial fitting, marking, drilling and trimming each part until each bolt will go in without
interference. There isn’t the slightest room for corner cutting here, given the value of the
curved Perspex panels.









Sadly, the entire assembly needs to be cleaned, primed and finished and so the whole lot
was carefully dismantled ready for the next painting session - most likely in June.




As a result, Jane’s turret appears to be almost back to the start. However, once all the
frames are painted the rebuild should be considerably faster next time. Hopefully, this will

also be completed in June. Once done, the completed cupola will need to be removed as
the turret has to be inverted to fit the turret rings.

Also planned for June is the re-spray of the turret drum and floor assembly, a final check of

any AGS parts required for the final build and another trip to East Kirkby — this time to deliver
the display FN82 turret.



